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A Message from the Team 
Dear Members- Happy Spring!   
We are so excited that warmer weather is on the horizon, as well as all the fun activities that go along with it! 
Our main focus this past month has been on all of you - our members- and how we can best help to tell your stories.  
We have also been gearing up for some of our major events that are right around the corner, such as our 2016 Chamber Cup Golf Tournament on May 25, as well as our Summer Membership Celebration on August 10. Be sure to read below for the latest updates and stay tuned for more news to come! 
*Make sure you follow us on Facebook and check our website (www.genevany.com) for weekly news and updates, as well as our City partners' site for additional news, events, calendar listings and more local information! (www.visitgenevany.com)* 
Sincerely, 
The Chamber Team 

Partner News & Events 

  
What: Friday's Happy Hour & FREE Live Music 

When: Every Friday through winter 
6 PM-9 PM 

Where: Ventosa Vineyards 

  
What: My Darling Clementine 

When: Saturday, March 26th 
7:30 PM 

Where:  Ravines Winery 
 

  
What: Geneva Night Out 
When: Friday, April 1st 



*Save the Date!*
2016 Chamber Cup Golf Tournament

Dear Members,
The time has come to again gear up this year's Chamber Cup Golf Tournament!

The 2016 Tournament will be held on Wednesday, May 25 at Big Oak Golf Course in Geneva, and will commence with a traditional shotgun start. As spaces are limited and promotional materials are being prepared, we encourage your registrations no later than April 25.

*Save the Date!* 
2016 Chamber Cup Golf Tournament 

Dear Members, 
The time has come to again gear up for the green, and get your team ready for this year's Chamber Cup Golf Tournament! 

The 2016 Tournament will be held on Wednesday, May 25 at Big Oak Golf Course in Geneva, and will commence with a traditional shotgun start. As spaces are ional materials are being prepared, we encourage your registrations no later than April 25. 

  
 

 
 

To reserve you and your team's space, please complete and return an event registration form by clicking on the image below, or visiting the Chamber's website, www.genevany.com for additional information. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Where: Downtown Geneva

What
When: Thursday, April 7th

Where: Smith Opera House

What: 14th Annual Party 

When

Where

What: 24th Annual Wine & Herb Festival
When

Friday 1

5 PM-8 PM 
: Downtown Geneva 

 

  
What: Chanticleer 

: Thursday, April 7th 
7:30 PM 

: Smith Opera House 
 

  
: 14th Annual Party for Paws 

When: April 16th 
6 PM-10 PM 

Where: Club 86 
 

  
: 24th Annual Wine & Herb Festival 

When: April 22-24 
Friday 1-5 PM, Saturday & 



Special thanks to our 2016 Event Sponsors,  
Hobart and William Smith Colleges!   

  
{P.S. ...After all the fun of last year's entertaining, unforgettable and surely hard-to-beat tournament theme, we are excited to share that we will also be featuring 

another great theme for 2016! 
Stay tuned for details...} 

 
{New Feature!} 

Member Spotlight: "The United Way Story" 
The Geneva Area Chamber of Commerce is a membership-based organization that strives to tell the stories of its members and partner organizations, while promoting their people, places and products.  This is accomplished in a variety of ways- one of which, by sharing information with our other members and partners and acting as an advocate to better gain exposure and awareness for each. We are proud to announce a new feature to our Member News: The Member Spotlight. This new feature will include highlighting and showcasing a different business, helping to tell their story, and introduce their people, products, and place of business.   
This month, we would like to introduce   

Sunday 10 AM-6 PM 
April 29, 30, May 1 

Friday 1-5 PM, Saturday & Sunday 10 AM-6 PM 
Where: Participating Cayuga Lake Wine Trail wineries 

Member Tips & Tidbits 

Now Available!  
*Be sure to try out the newly-released Cayuga Lake Wine Trail Mobile App!* 

 
  

More Local Events 

Looking for something fun to do in and around Geneva?  Check out the  
Visit Geneva 

 website! 
Chamber Committees and Meeting Dates 

Board of Directors 
When: March 22, 2016 

4 P.M. 
Where:  BID/Chamber Conference Room 

  
Finance/Executive Committee 

When: March 16, 2016 
8:30 A.M. 

Where:  BID/Chamber Conference Room 



                   ....... The United Way of Ontario County! 
 

(Pictured left to right:  Lisa Rathburn, Administrative Assistant/Events Coordinator, Laine Pufnock, Campaigh Associate, Kari Buch, Regional Director) 
 

The United Way has been a member of the Geneva Area Chamber of Commerce since 2000, and is located at 5297 Parkside Drive, (Suite 440) in Canandaigua. Their mission is to magnify and focus the power of community resources to address the most pressing social needs in the regions that they support.  This includes providing funding for other businesses and organizations that provide not only emergency services to help people in times of crisis, but also programs that support kids, families, seniors, and people with disabilities. 
The United Way of Ontario County helps provide critical funds to 37 programs, serving over 45,000 people in Ontario County, (with some of those programs being right here in Geneva, and many that are Chamber members!) These businesses include:  The Boys and Girls Club of Geneva, Catholic Charities of the Finger Lakes, Child and Family Resources, Inc., Family Counseling Service of the Finger Lakes, Geneva Family YMCA, Geneva Lakefront Child Care Center, and Ontario ARC.    
Not only can you find several local organizations that benefit from the services provided by the United Way, but you will also find several local businesses that wish to give back to the United Way and their causes, by supporting their efforts and contributing to annual fundraising and capital campaigns.  
Chamber volunteer Kristen Koczent of The Lyons National Bank, who has also been an active volunteer and ambassador with the United Way, believes in the good things that the United Way does to help support the community. "The United Way is an organization that offers a wide variety of services for businesses as well as individuals that truly need them," says Koczent.  "I am a firm believer in helping out our neighbors and giving back to my community," she added. 
For more information on the United Way of Ontario County, their funded programs, or how you or your business can become involved with local efforts or assisting with campaign needs, please call (585) 394-6550 or visit www.unitedwayontariocounty.org. 

{New Feature!} 
GACoC Industry Snapshot: March  
~Meet Our Faces of Photography~ 

  
Membership & Ambassador Committee 

Meeting Date: TBD 
  

Tourism Committee 
Upcoming Event: TBD 

   
Business & Education Committee 
Upcoming Event: TBD 

 
**Interested in joining one of the Chamber's three primary committees?  Learn more at our website or email info@genevany.com!** 

Board of Directors 
Board Chair 
Bob Stivers 

  
Officers 

Josh Miller 
Leslie Bamann 
Nick Peters 
Paul Thomas 

 
 Directors 

John Cromartie 
Charles Evangelista 

Robert Flowers 
Belinda Fratto 
Mario Fratto 
Spike Herzig 
Chris Lavin 

Mary Luckern 
Rebecca Mack 
Joe Marone 



We've all see them.  We all have them.  They adorn the walls of our rooms, the pockets of our wallets, and the backgrounds of our phones.  Photos.   We have them of our homes, and of the area we live in. We treasure those of our family and friends. But do we know the stories of the individuals who take some of our most prized photos for a living?  Well, your local Chamber of Commerce team decided to ask our three local photographers for their stories, which we are happy to have the opportunity to share with you today. 
Introducing...... Jan Regan! 
Our first photographer's story comes from our friend, Jan Regan, owner of Jan Regan Photography.  Photography is what brought Jan to Geneva when she became the Hobart and William Smith Colleges' official photographer after graduating from Colgate University in 1978.  Since 1994, she has worked from her studio, located at 42 Seneca Street. Jan's career has also included the positions of Director of Public Relations for LeMoyne College and lead photographer/consultant for the opening of another Geneva-based photography studio. 
As she has, since she was shooting with her Kodak Instamatic 104 to the present day, Jan loves photographing people, and especially loves capturing something "real" about them - their relationship, their individual spirit, or even a composition that brings second looks to the piece. Capturing the emotions and significance of every part of a wedding day holds this excitement for her as well. Jan also does a great deal of commercial photography, illustrating billboards, websites and publications with her photography to best show off what a business does and needs to communicate to its clients. 

For the past four years Jan has also served as Tour Photographer for the Philadelphia Orchestra, combining her love of music, passion for photography (and travel!) with tours to Asia and Europe over the early summer. She is currently preparing to travel with the orchestra to Hong Kong, Japan, and China in mid-May. Jan has been very active in the community, currently serving as chair of the Smith Opera House Board of Directors. She is married to Chip Capraro, and the proud mother of two grown Geneva born and bred sons, Benjamin and Peter. 
For more information and to see a gallery of Jan's work, please visit her website at www.janreganphotography.com, or call (315) 781-0913. 
  
Introducing...... Neil Sjoblom! 
Our next featured photographer to showcase is Neil Sjoblom, and Sjoblom Photography. Neil, a Geneva native with 40-plus years of experience, has successfully captured the changes and milestones in the lives and landscapes of the Finger Lakes Region throughout recent decades. Neil graduated from Hobart College in 1975 and was known as the "kid with the camera," backstage at concerts, speeches, political rallies, and on the sidelines of sporting events. By graduation, Neil had developed a loyal following of customers in Geneva and was booked for two years solid. 
Neil loves his work as a photographer, especially wedding photography. "In what other profession are you invited to the biggest party of a person's life?" he says. He feels fortunate to have attended a small liberal arts college where almost everyone knows one another. His engagement with the Colleges remains strong today, from donating his services in event coverage to hosting interns who want to experience the rigors of a general practice photography studio.  Neil also takes an active role in a week long imaging workshop held at HWS each July and is sponsored by 

Mark Varvayanis 
Donna Yudin 

  
Ex-Officio 
John Hicks 

Mathew Horn 
Trina Newton 

Chamber Staff 
Miranda Odell Executive Director & Vice-President  

     Abby Wandell   Executive Assistant   
BID Staff 
John Hicks Executive Director     Amanda Airth Executive Assistant & Events Coordinator 

 Chamber Mission and Vision 

Our Mission Statement: The mission of the Geneva Area Chamber of Commerce is to promote and support our Members and the markets we serve. We advocate for the business interests and economic growth of the region.      Our Vision Statement: The Geneva Area Chamber of Commerce is a business catalyst, the go-to organization and the leader in regional collaborations fostering economic prosperity.    
  

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still  appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.



the Professional Photographers Society of New York State. 
With the Finger Lakes wine and tourism industries drawing thousands of visitors and millions of dollars each year, Neil is seeing new customers and new assignments, including photographing wine bottles for advertisements and promotions. 
Neil has been recognized as a Master of Photography by the Professional Photographers of America, the nation's oldest and largest association of photographers.  For Neil, photography is so much more than just the mechanics of the shutter and flash, or the craft of light and angle.  "Every time there's a disaster like a house fire or a flood, after the families and pets are rescued, people want their photographs," he says. "Photography is a lot of fun, but it's also very important in that I'm creating heirlooms that people will treasure forever." 
For more information on Neil's work, call (315) 789-1082 or visit www.neilsjoblom.com.  

(Information for Neil courtesy of The Pulteney Street Survey.) 
 
Introducing..... Dan Bell! 

 
Our third local photographer friend is Dan Bell, of Daniel Bell Photography.  Dan is originally from East Varick, NY, but has been calling Geneva home for the past six years.  He is self-taught in his trade, having always been a fan of capturing images and studying photography as a hobby experimenting with everything from his smart phone, to antique cameras, to the latest trends and advances in technology.  
In 2013, Dan began taking his hobby of capturing images a little more serious. After shooting some local lake and vineyard landscapes, he caught the attention of his friends who were working on a travel and tourism piece at the time, for the Seneca County Chamber of Commerce.  He agreed to help out with the project, contributing his talent through images that were then featured in various printed promotions. Things quickly gained momentum from there when he began documenting weddings, local events, vineyard harvests, family activities, and commercial architecture as well as many other projects and subjects. Dan does not specialize in one specific discipline of photography but instead enjoys the diversity of opportunities that comes from keeping an open mind.  
Dan loves living in the Finger Lakes region where he enjoys exploring the local 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.
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gorges and waterfalls, and discovering new food and beverage hotpots. With a burgeoning tourism industry, and as a natural advocate, he takes pride in the part he plays in helping to promote and market such a beautiful region. 
In his spare time, Dan has been one of the contributing photographers for special events and functions with the Geneva Area Chamber of Commerce, and has also been teaching a photography class for the City of Geneva's Recreation Department.  If you have a passion for photography, Dan invites you to learn more about the group or joining the Geneva Rec Photo Group on Facebook. 
To see more of Dan's work, you can visit him on Twitter and Instagram @danny4744 or his website www.documenturs.com.  

{Almost Sold Out!} 
2016 Business After Hours 

Season Pass 
2016 BAH Season Pass! 

Interested in attending the Chamber's Business After Hours Networking Mixers for 2016?  Want to forego the registration and check-in process all together?  Then be sure to purchase your 2016 Season Pass today, where you can not only 'show your pass and save,' but also 'show your pass and wave,' speeding up the process as you arrive at the Chamber's BAH Mixer events!  This pass includes not only access to all ten mixers, but also five guest passes as well (Individual Season Passes will also feature a limited edition collector's card for the primary holder, designed by our member and partners at Space Vinyl LLC!) 
What it is, How it works: 

What:  New Member Benefit-2016 BAH Season Pass This pass gives access to all ten (10) Mixers for 2016.  Pass holders will also receive five (5) complementary guest passes upon purchase of their Season Pass.   Includes: Access to all ten mixers ($50 value)  + five guest passes ($25 value)  = Total Value: $75!  Cost: only $40 per pass for Chamber Members!  Don't miss out on this great new benefit for Chamber members! Purchase your pass today! 
To sign up, please click HERE to download a registration form. You can then return via mail, email, fax (315.789.3993) or in person. Please call the Chamber at (315) 789-1776 with any questions, or send us an email at info@genevany.com!   



Business After Hours News! 
The March BAH Mixer hosted by The Smith Opera House was a fantastic addition to the 2016 Mixer series!  Executive Director Kelly Bradley provided guests with an overview of the Smith and its rich history, heritage and architecture in Geneva, as well as a brief video featuring historic images of the Opera House.  
**We would like to extend a special thank you to Kelly Bradley, Augustus Schoen-Rene, and the entire Smith Opera House staff and volunteers who helped make this event possible!** 

See the pictures below for a recap of the March Mixer, courtesy of Daniel Bell Photography.  

 



And be sure to join us for our April 
BAH Mixer at White Springs 

Winery on Wednesday, April 13th 
from 5 pm to 7 pm.  Say hello to 
spring by sampling a few of the 

winery's wide selection of wines, 
while enjoying their breath taking view of Seneca Lake. 

 
  **BAH Mixers are held 

on the second Wednesday of each month from 5-7 pm**  

{Member Benefit:} Chamber Website & Database Login Instructions 
Personalizing Your Online and Printed Membership Listings 

 
**Interested in learning about other Chamber member benefits?  Check out our website!** 
 
  



Chamber Committee News 
About 20 individuals representing a variety of 
area businesses attended the Geneva Area 
Chamber's Tourism Committee seminar on March 
2. The educational session, titled Solar Power 
for Businesses, was held at Fox Run Vineyards 
and featured a presentation from Ryan Wallace, 
owner of the Geneva-based company QwikSolar 
Power Systems. Wallace's presentation included 
an overview of his personal experience and 
history in the industry, and explained the basic 
concepts of how the process works, and how 
others could consider integrating the systems 
into their own businesses. Wallace also discussed 

the benefits of utilizing solar energy, such as lower energy bills, tax credits and 
other advantages that a 
business could receive.  
In his presentation, Wallace 
shared how solar power is 
becoming more prevalent 
in the area, with 
QwikSolar's installations 
now totaling more than 115 
solar power systems 
throughout Ontario, Yates 
and Seneca counties.  Also 
highlighted in the session were examples and references about the host-property's 
experience with installing and incorporating solar panels, including comments from 
Scott Osborn, owner of Fox Run Vineyards regarding the benefits that he has seen 
since integrating the technology into his business.  
 The Chamber's Tourism Committee is chaired by Paul Thomas, executive director 
of the Seneca Lake Wine Trail. One of three primary committees under the Geneva 
Area Chamber of Commerce, the group works on industry-specific projects and 
offers educational sessions and seminars where members and partners can attend, 
learning about new trends and topics affecting their business and the industry as a 
whole. 
 Upcoming sessions will include package ideas to generate off-season and winter 
traffic, and how to create short videos and utilize multi-media. A joint committee 
session between the Chamber's Tourism, Business & Education Committee, and its 
Membership & Ambassador Committee will also be offered and will feature an 
overview of the Chamber's website and how members can utilize the benefits of its 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may  have to delete the image and then insert it again.

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.



database and custom software. To learn more or to get involved with the 
Chamber's Committee activities and events, please contact the Chamber at 
315.789.1776 or email info@genevany.com

------------------------------------
 

Upcoming Session:
"Geneva Code Enforcement 101" hosted by the City of Geneva and the Chamber's Business & Education Committee 

Are you in the process of giving your building a facelift? 
regulations and necessary forms pertain to your project? Get these questions 
answered and more at our luncheon on the lake.

#TeamGENEVA

m software. To learn more or to get involved with the 
Chamber's Committee activities and events, please contact the Chamber at 

info@genevany.com.  

-------------------------------------------------- 

Upcoming Session: 
"Geneva Code Enforcement 

hosted by the City of Geneva 
Business & Education Committee 

ving your building a facelift? Wondering which rules, 
forms pertain to your project? Get these questions 

answered and more at our luncheon on the lake. 

 
#TeamGENEVA 



Welcome, Newest Members!
The Geneva Area Chamber of Commerce would like to introduce 

when being made. This means that gelato has 

This new local spot, opening in mid-April, will offer 24 unique gelato flavors, SPOT coffee, Art of Tea products, and baked goods from other area businesses. *Be sure to like them on Facebook to stay up to date on construction anddate and stay tuned for more information on their grand opening ribbon cutting from the Chamber and BID teams!*
Our latest trend for aExcursions, Adventures and Social Media Activities, also known as...

(Follow us on Facebook
The month of March was a busy time for the Chamber, as well as our members and partners!  To start, for our ~Members in the Media~, Geneva on the Lake was listed as one of the top-rated hotels in Upstate NY!  You can read the full article here. 
 

Welcome, Newest Members! 
The Geneva Area Chamber of Commerce would like to introduce and welcome its newest members: 

 
Geneva Gelato 504 Exchange Street Geneva, NY 14456 Phone: (315) 325-4921 www.genevagelato.com  

Geneva Gelato is your local stop for artisan gelato and sorbet, made from fresh local ingredients. 
Gelato is an Italian dessert, similar to ice cream, but requires more milk than cream when being made. This means that gelato has a much lower fat content compared with American-style ice cream. 

April, will offer 24 unique gelato flavors, SPOT coffee, Art of Tea products, and baked goods from other area businesses. *Be sure to like them on Facebook to stay up to date on construction and their official open date and stay tuned for more information on their grand opening ribbon cutting from the Chamber and BID teams!* 
Our latest trend for a pictorial roundup from our Excursions, Adventures and Social Media Activities, also known as... 

#ThisWeekInPhotos!  

 
Facebook to keep up to date!) 



 
Our partners with Geneva Night Out held their Youth Art Edition at the beginning of the month.  Participating Chamber members included the Geneva Historical Society, Finger Lakes Community College, Finger Lakes Gifts and Lounge, and the Smith Opera House! 

 
 
Another event that took place in downtown Geneva was the 5th Annual North Seneca Rail Jam.  This event included a snowboarding competition and awards competition. This event also had an after-party at the former Odd Fellows Building located on Castle Street, featuring entertainment by Armani White and Darius Thomas.(...Congrats to event founder Joe Marone on a job well done!)  

 
Following the "Solar Power for Businesses" seminar, the Chamber staff decided to find more resources for members interested in solar power and its incentives.  We found that Lyons National Bank has unique lending programs developed for individuals and businesses that are working with projects using alternative energy. Information on this program and more can be found by calling your local LNB branch! 
 
 
 



Look who stopped by #OneFranklinSquare- the Easter Bunny!  He wanted to remind us that The Geneva Family YMCA was hosting their fifth annual Easter Bunny Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt!  This event included an appearance by not only the Easter Bunny, but also Wild Thing and SkippyJon Jones! (...The Easter Bunny also wanted us to remind you that #MembershipMatters!) 
 
 
 
 

 
The Cayuga Lake Wine Trail had its Bacon on the Lakein event!  With 16 participating wineries, this event celebrated bacon and wine!  Missed out on this event?  Be sure to get your tickets for their other events for 2016.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

With the help of our members and friends at Seedway, LLC we wanted to wish everyone a very happy spring! 
 

----- 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Again, if you haven't already, like us on Facebook to stay up to date on all the fun going on with the Chamber and BID! And be on the lookout- you never know where the team will pop up next! 
 

Geneva Area Chamber of Commerce 
One Franklin Square, Suite 202 PO Box 587 

Geneva, NY 14456 
 Phone: 315-789-1776 Fax: 315-789-3993 

www.genevany.com 
 

Follow us on Facebook! 
Or on Twitter at @Geneva_Chamber 

 

   


